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December 1998 - Let's Celebrate

Focus. This month the Packs focus on their own form of celebration, be it Hanukkah, Kwanzaa,
Christmas, or another holiday celebration. At the same time, we keep in mind that ours isn't the
only holiday being celebrated. It gives us a chance to take note of all the different (yet in many
ways similar) people there are in the world and how we each have our own special focus but
that, when it's all said and done, they all are focused on celebrating our union and closeness

with our God.

Pack Meeting 0 deas

PreOpening Activities

Holiday word search

Figure 1. in this section is a Holiday Theme word
search for Families to try before (and probably after)
the Pack Meeting. The words are from three major
celebrations during the December timeframe
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Christmas.

Christmas Sayings & Songs
Puzzle

Figure 2. in this section is a 22-clue puzzle with
descriptions of Christmas-related songs and saying
presented in not-so-familiar words. See how they do
in figuring out the clues.

some (or, of course, none) to support your Let's
Celebrate theme.

In considering the theme of Let's Celebrate, we find
that there are multiple holidays occurring in the
December timeframe, including Kwanzaa, Hanukkah,
and Christmas. Each of these holidays is different
from the others in "who" celebrates but all of them
focus on celebrating a heritage—cultural, religious, or
both. This is a rather long ceremony so | would
recommend that you review it carefully before the
meeting. You may want to edit it to leave out some
of the lesser points. [l have included all of the
information here so that you at least have some
background on the different holidays and what their
focuses are. Feel free to drop some of it when using
it for an Opening.]

Setting:
Have the Arrow of Light Candleholder set up in the
front of the room. (See Staging Den and Pack

Christmas Song Quiz

My kids tell me that multiple choice tests are easiest
and then fill-in-the-blank tests. Well here's a fill-in-
the-blank test for everyone to enjoy. All song titles
are from popular Holiday albums.

Opening Ceremonies

C,

Hanukkah Menorah

Kwanzaa Kinara

Holiday Candles

This Opening Ceremony is the beginning of a theme
that runs through to the Advancement Ceremony
described later in this section. You might use all or

Ceremonies for this 7-candle candleholder.)

Have prepared “overlays” from the three holidays.
These are poster board pictures of the candleholders
used during the holiday celebrations. Each one
should be of the size that, when stood in front of the
AOL candleholder, all that can be seen are the seven
candles (and not the Arrow of Light holder). Here are
pictures of them so you can draw them. (I don’t have
a picture of a Christmas 7-candle candelabra but it



should look like the ones you see in many windows at
Christmas time.

For the Opening Ceremony, begin with the three
“overlays” standing in front of the AOL candleholder.
They should be in this order: Kwanzaa Kinara,
Hanukkah Menorah, Christmas Candelabra. As the
readers read the following text, remove the overlays
when the text begins talking about another holiday.

Reader #1: Tonight we gather as a Pack to
celebrate. But we aren’t the only people who form a
special group and recognize its importance and the
importance of its members. In December, there are
many other groups that have special celebrations to
remember their heritage, their faith, and their mission.

Across America and across the world, these different
groups—qgroups with different backgrounds than
ours, different names than ours—are also gathering.
And though we may think they are so much different
from us, by taking the time to know them even a little,
we find that they aren'’t really so different. So what
are some of these different celebrations and who are
the people who are celebrating?

Reader #2: One November/December celebration is
Hanukkah At the time of the first Hanukkah, Israel
had been under foreign rule for many years since
Alexander the Great and his Greek armies conquered
much of the region in the fourth century BCE. In the
year 167 BCE, the Syrian king Antiochus Epiphanes
ruled over Israel. Antiochus decreed that all his
subjects must adopt the customs of Greece. He
outlawed the practice of Jewish rituals, even the
observance of Sabbath and worshipping in the
temple.

Many families hated the new rules, but one family in
particular took action. An old priest named Mattathias
and his five sons retreated to the hills and battled
against the Syrians and their Greek allies. Before
Mattathias died of old age he passed on his
leadership to his son, Judah the Maccabee. Judah
and his forces finally defeated the Syrian overlords
and their Greek allies in 165 BCE.

The first goal of Judah and his followers, called the
Maccabees, was to reclaim the temple. After cleaning
the temple, they looked for oil to light the eternal
flame that is always present in a Jewish house of
worship. Unfortunately, they could only find enough
oil to light the flame for one day. But when they
lighted the flame, a miracle happened! The oil lasted
for eight days. Since that time Jews around the
world have celebrated Hanukkah to commemorate
the reclaiming of Jerusalem and the temple, and
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most importantly, the miracle of the oil that lasted for
eight days.

To remember the Miracle, and the triumph of the few
over the many, the weak over the strong, and the
faithful over the non-believers, the holiday of
Chanukabh is celebrated for eight nights and days.

Reader #3: Kwanzaa is another holiday celebrated in
December. It is a cultural festival during which
African-Americans celebrate and reflect upon their
rich heritage as the products of two worlds. It begins
December 26 and lasts for seven days. Kwanzaa
was founded in 1966 by Dr. Maulana "Ron" Karenga,
a college professor and African American leader, who
believed that a special holiday could help African
Americans meet their goals of building strong
families, learning about their history, and creating a
sense of unity. After conducting extensive research in
which he studied the festivals of many African groups
of people, he decided that the new holiday should be
a harvest or “first fruits" celebration, incorporating
ideas from many different harvest traditions.
Kwanzaa is a Kiswahili word meaning "the first fruits
of the harvest."

Each day of Kwanzaa, usually before the evening
meal, family and friends gather around the table and
someone lights a candle, beginning with the black [in
the center of the candle holder, the Kinara]. After that
candles are lit alternately from left to right. While the
candle is being lit, a principle is recited; then each
person present takes a turn to speak about the
importance that principle has to him- or herself.

Kwanzaa is based on seven principles which are
Unity, Self-determination, Collective Work and
Responsibility, Cooperative Economics, Purpose,
Creativity, and Faith. One principle is highlighted
each day of the holiday.

Reader #4: Christmas is also celebrated in
December. This holiday celebrates the birth of
Jesus. “Christ,” the name given to Jesus, means
Messiah. For Christians, Advent and Christmas mark
the beginning of each year. It is celebrated as a time
for starting anew, committing themselves to live and
spread Peace on Earth, Goodwill to All. The Advent
period, the four weeks before Christmas, is a time of
preparation and waiting. During this time people
reflect on many things, but mostly on the coming of
the Christ Child, the Savior.

Reader #5: And tonight the Pack celebrates in its
own way. We celebrate the success of our Cub
Scouts and Webelos Scouts and we celebrate the
freedoms we have as citizens of the United States of



America—especially the freedom to celebrate our
individual heritages, our individual religious beliefs,
and our individual dreams for the future. Please join
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Activities

Good Turn Carnival

Here's an idea that could be used as an extra activity
or it can be the focal point of the Pack Meeting.
Given the season and the focus of the season, how
about putting on a Good Turn Carnival. For each
Good Turn that a Cub Scout records he earns so
many carnival tickets. (When | was involved in the
religious education program at our church, we would
have a Carnival of this sort each year.) To earn
tickets, the Cub Scouts (and their siblings) do “good
turns.” For each 15 minutes (as affirmed by their
Akelas) the children earn a ticket that they can use at
the carnival.

The tickets gain them access to the various carnival
stands. And each stand can either award them with
a small trinket or another ticket to go to another
stand. (This latter idea gives them the thrill of getting
to all the stands and doesn't reinforce a “gotta’ win”
attitude.)

Carnival stands don’t have to be elaborate—just fun.
(Remember KISMIF?) You can get some great ideas
from the Cub Scout Big Book and then come up with
some more ideas of your own. If the place where you
hold the carnival allows, you can use ideas like a
candle flame shooting range, a pie-throwing stand,
and a ring toss. Let your imaginations go wild!
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music [carols!] stops—the one holding the
present gets to open it and keep it)

“Name That Tune” game based on holiday
songs

Decorate a tree activity. Someone had
donated lots of ornaments and some else
had provided a big tree. (We meet in our
local school’s cafeteria.) This became a gift
to the school. (The paper chain was also
used on the tree.)

Gift Exchange Fun

Round-Robin Party

We've used this idea in our pack with some real
success. At the beginning of the activity period each
den (or den group) is started at one activity table,
game area, etc. The activities need to be planned
that they can be completed in a short period of time
(e.g., 5 minutes) and at the end of each time period a
bell or whistle is sounded to move evryone to the
next activity. When our pack did this, we had activity
areas set up for the evening. These included:

A paper chain making table

A visit with Santa area

A musical presents game (like musical chairs
but everyone is sitting down and a wrapped
present is passed among them until the

Here is a fun activity that can be done as a real gift
exchange or just a fun activity at the pack meeting
where everyone is given little items, like pieces of
candy or different colored candy canes. If it's a gift
exchange, make sure that the gifts are not age and
gender specific or that the group in the exchange is.

For this activity, everyone is sitting around in a circle
with their gifts. A narrator reads the following story.
Whenever the word “right” is read, each participant
hands the gift to the person to the right; likewise,
when the word “left” is read, the gifts are passed to
the left. At the very end of the story, the participants
get the gifts they are holding.

The Christmas Story

Christmas was almost here and Mother Right was
finishing her Christmas baking. Father Right, Billy
Right, and Suzy Right had just gotten back from
finishing their last-minute errands.

“There’s not much left to be done,” said Father Right
as he came into the kitchen.

“Did you leave the basket of food at the Church?”
asked Mother Right?

“Yes, | left it right where you told me to put it,” replied
Father Right.

“l sure am glad the Christmas shopping is finished,”
said Billy Right. “I don’t have any money left.”

Just then the phone in the hallway rang and Suzy
Right rushed out to answer it. She ran back into the
kitchen announcing “That was Grandma Right! Aunt
Millie Right left a Christmas package on Grandma
Right’s front poch for us.”

“I'll go get it!” shouted Billy Right as he left to rush
over to Grandma Right's house.




Father Right left the kitchen to bring in the Christmas
tree. By the time Billy Right got back, Father Right,
Mother Right, and Suzy Right were busy decorating
the tree. There were still plenty of ornament left to
put up, so Billy Right joined in. The whole family
sang Christmas carols as they finished trimming the
tree. Then they went to bed, hoping they had picked
the right gifts to give to each other.

And now | hope you have the right gift, because there
isn’t anything left to our story. Isn’t that right?!

A White Christmas

This is an audience participation activity. For those
that haven't tried these, they're great. Your divide the
pack into the right number of groups (in this case, 3)
and give each group its assignment. When the group
here’s its keyword, it shouts out its response. Our
pack does these fairly often and we find them to be
great group builders. Enjoy...

Santa: HO-HO-HO

Gardner: HOE, PLOW, HOE

White:  (sung) I'm dreaming of a White
Christmas

It's easy to fall into a routine and forget to
change it. That's just what had happened to Santa’s
Christmas deliveries—every year was the same.
That was good enough for him. But Mrs. Santa’s
gardener (who was very bored) got tired of it one
year and decided he was going to make a few
changes.

“This year we’re going to have a Christmas
theme—ijust like Cub Scout meetings!” he announced
one morning in early October. “And I'm in charge. Il
plow right into this today!” he said.

Now Santa’'s a jolly old fella and he likes
people to be happy. So he decided to let the
gardener do his thing. After all, what harm could it
do?

The gardener started planting his ideas right
away. “Things are going to be different this year,”
said the gardener gleefully. “People are getting tired
of the same old thing.”

The gardener tried to gather ideas from the
elves, but they weren’'t much help. And he didn't
know how to talk to reindeer. Mrs. Santa and Santa
were too busy to share ideas. “That's alright,”
thought the gardener to himself. “I can be creative
when | need to be.”

Late one night, just before Thanksgiving, he
burst into Santa’s cottage. “I've got it!” shouted the
gardener, excitedly. “I've got it!”
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Santa and Mrs. Santa looked up politely.
“Yes?”

“We'll have a White Christmas this year. A
very White Christmas. A very, very White Christmas.
You'll love it!” And the gardener left without another
word.

Santa looked at Mrs. Claus. “Itll be alright
my dear,” he said.

The next morning the gardener was up bright
and early working on his plan. He painted the sled
white. He bleached Santa’s outfit white. And he
dyed his toy sack white. The gardener even spray
painted the reindeer, their antlers and the reins white.

Every day he worked on his plan, always
looking for the white in things! When the elves
started wrapping presents in the usual colorful
wrapping paper, he stopped them, horrified. “No!”
shouted the gardener. “Only white paper will do!”
And he gave them white paper to use for their gift
wrapping. “This is going to be a very, very, very
White Christmas, “ he said.

It was seemed innocent enough. When one
of the elves complained, Santa smiled kindly. "Oh
what does it hurt?” he asked.

But that was before Christmas Eve. On
December 24", Santa couldnt find his sleigh,
camouflaged in the snow. And when he finally took
off, the weather was very bad. It was nearly
impossible for the reindeer to fly straight so Santa
had to make an emergency landing.

But because everything was white, no one
could find Santa and his team of white in the blizzard
conditions. Finally, the elfin rescue party found Santa
two days later, using sled dogs to sniff them out!
Christmas didn’t come until December 29" that year.
And then it was a very red Christmas. Santa had
seen to that! In fact, there has never been a themed
Christmas since then. We’'ll leave that to the Cub
Scouts!

Christmas Applauses

Try these out at the meetings...
Good Turn Applause: Stand up and turn around.
Rudolph Applause: Everyone puts their hands to their

heads in the shape of antlers, wriggle their noses,
and shout “Blink, blink, blink!”

Santa Claus Had A Sleigh

Here’s a “challenge activity.” Get the word out to the
dens that they have to come up with their own verse




to the new song, “Santa Claus Had A Sleigh.” The
song will be song at the December Pack Meeting.

Let them know that it's to the tune of “Old McDonald
Had A Farm” and that the first verse and chorus go
like this...

Santa Clause Had A Sleigh.
Ho ho ho ho ho!

And on his sleigh he had a ball
Ho ho ho ho ho.

With a Bounce-Bounce here
And a Bounce-Bounce there
Santa Clause Had A Sleigh.
Ho ho ho ho ho!

Songs

The following set of Holiday Songs comes from the
fantastic Scouting website www.macscouter.com. It's
listed under Songs for Scouts, Silly Holiday Songs.
Enjoy!

A Scout's Christmas

By K. Meyers, D. Busker, and the boys of Den 4,
Pack 1515, Alexandria, VA

(tune: Jingle Bells)

Dashing through the den,
With a rope held by each end,
Tying a bowline knot

Then showing what I've got.

Whittling with my knife

On a practice Dial soap bar.
| can hardly wait,

Scout camp can't be far.

Bait a hook,

Learn to cook,

Bike ro-de-os.
Neckerchief slides,
Canned food drives,
Learning to take photos.

Pancake mix,

Carving sticks,

Keeps us on the run.
Our families

Make all these
Memories so much fun.
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Dashing through the camp,
Putting up the tents,
Popping all the corn,
Blowing that morning horn.

Of Scout camp we all dream

We'll soon be old enough

Tigers, Bobcats, Wolves, and Bears
We're made of real tough stuff!

Half-hitch knots,

Setting up cots,

Playing fun new games.
Hammers and nails,
Compass and trails,
Arrow points are the thing.

Santa's coming,

We've been good,

As good as we can be...
Load our stocking

With a pocket knife,

Boy Scouts we want to be!

-- Thanks to Pete Farnham, CM, Pack 1515, GW
District, NCAC, Alexandria, VA

The Twelve Scouting Days
of Christmas

(Tune: 12 Days of Christmas. Substitute Christmas
for Scouting in the leading lines as you wish)

On the first day of Scouting, Akela gave to me...
A Den Leader swinging from a tree!

2" Day: Two Screaming Bobcats,
3“ Day: Three Skinny Wolves
4" Day: Four Hungry Bears

5" Day: Five We be los

6" Day: Six Arrow points

7" Day: Seven Silly Den Chiefs
8" Day: Eight Shouting Scouts
9" Day: Nine Warring Eagles
10" Day: Ten Derby Cars

11" Day: Eleven Funny Den Skits
12" Day: Twelve Wacky Cheers

-- Thanks to Jack W.
aa855@cleveland.freenet.edu

Weinmann,

The Twelve Days of
Summer Camp




On the first day of summer camp, my mommy sent to
me A box of oatmeal cookies.

2" day: Two T-shirts

3" Day: Three pairs of sox

4™ Day: Four woolen caps

5" Day: Five underpants

6" Day: Six postage stamps

7" Day: Seven nose warmers

8" Day: Eight BatMan comic books
9" Day: Nine bars of soap

10" Day: Ten Band-Aids

11" Day: Eleven shoestrings

12" Day: Twelve bottles of blood-sucking helicopter
repellent

--Thanks to Chuck Bramlet, ASM Troop 323,
Thunderbird District, Grand Canyon Council,
Phoenix, Az. and the Thunderbird District, TRC, Cub
Scout Roundtable resource packet, Nov 9, 1989.
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Boy, won't you be glad!

Santa’s Coming

Tune: Brother John

Santa's coming, Santa's coming,

Can you hear? Can you hear?

Jingle Bells are jingling, we are happy singing.
Christmas Bells, Christmas Bells.

--Thanks to Chuck Bramlet, ASM Troop 323,
Thunderbird District, Grand Canyon Council,
Phoenix, Az. and the Thunderbird District, TRC, Cub
Scout Roundtable resource packet, Nov 9, 1989.

Randall

I'm A Snowflake

by Karen Rogers
Tune: Clementine

I'm a snowflake, I'm a snowflake,
I'm a snowflake yes | am.

And I'm falling, yes I'm falling,
Right upon your little head.

Oh, I'm melting, Oh, I'm melting
Oh, I'm melting yes | am.

Aren't you glad that I'm not yellow,
But white like | am.

--Thanks to Chuck Bramlet, ASM Troop 323,
Thunderbird District, Grand Canyon Council,
Phoenix, Az. and the Thunderbird District, TRC, Cub
Scout Roundtable resource packet, Nov 9, 1989.

Christmas Time

Tune: Jingle Bells

School is out, we won't pout,
Cubs shout "hip hooray!"
Something Special's coming soon,
And it's Christmas day.

Wrap the gift, trim the tree,
Mind your Mon and Dad.
You'll get presents if you do,

Tune: Rudolph

Randall, the red-cheeked Cub Scout
Had a very cold, cold nose.

And if you ever noticed,

You could even say it flows.

All of the other Cubbies,

Used to laugh and point it out.

That Randall, the red-cheeked Cub Scout
Had a very runny snout.

Then one day the Den Leader
Took Randall to his side

And told him that it's time he knew
How to wipe his nose just right.

Now all the other Cubbies

Think Randall is a "Class-A" Scout.

Cause Randall, the red-cheeked Cub Scout
Finally learned to blow his snout.

--Thanks to Chuck Bramlet, ASM Troop 323,
Thunderbird District, Grand Canyon Council,
Phoenix, Az. and the Thunderbird District, TRC, Cub
Scout Roundtable resource packet, Nov 9, 1989.

Rudy The Red-Nosed Cub
Scout

Rudy, the red-nosed Cub Scout,
Had a very runny nose;

And if you ever saw it,

You would prob ly say, Oh, Gross!




All of the other Cub Scouts

Used to look and say, Oh, Ick!;
Parents wouldn t go near Rudy,

Cause they thought they would get sick.

Then one winter s Pack Meeting,
Akela said, Sign s Up! .

Rudy, with your nose so wet,

A box of Kleenex is what you Il get!

Then all the Cub Scouts cheered him,
As he blew and blew and blew;

Rudy, the red-nosed Cub Scout,

We will Do Our Best with you!

-- Words by Kelly Parker, CM, Pack 43, Thunderbird
District, Grand Canyon Council (Phoenix, AZ)
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Join with Cub Scouts all around,
And give gifts from the heart.

Rudolph’s Light

(Tune: Camptown Races)

Rudolph's pulling Santa's sleigh, ho-ho! ho-ho!
Rudolph's leading all the way, ho-ho! ho-ho!

Gonna ride all day, gonna ride all night,

They'll be flying through the sky, using Rudolph's
light.

S-A-N-T-A

Tommy the Cub Scout

Tune: Frosty

Tommy, the Cub Scout

Was a very happy boy.

With a uniform of blue and gold
And a Den that gave him joy.

Tommy, the Cub Scout

Earned his badges one by one.
He did his best and met the test.
A good citizen he's become.

He helps out other people when

He sees they need a lot.

He does his chores around the house
And feeds his dog (named Spot).

Tommy, the Cub Scout

Does his duty willingly.

Someday he'll join a Boy Scout Troop
And a fine man he will be.

--Thanks to Chuck Bramlet, ASM Troop 323,
Thunderbird District, Grand Canyon Council,
Phoenix, Az. and the Thunderbird District, TRC, Cub
Scout Roundtable resource packet, Nov 9, 1989.

(Tune: Bingo)

| know a man in a jolly red suit,
and Santa is his name-oh.
S-A-N-T-A, S-A-N-T-A, S-A-N-T-A
and Santa is his name-oh.

He'll Be Driving Eight
Red Reiideer

(Tune: She'll Be Coming 'Round the Mountain)

He'll be driving 8 brown reindeer when he comes,
He'll be driving 8 brown reindeer when he comes,
He'll be driving 8 brown reindeer, driving 8 brown
reindeer,

He'll be driving 8 brown reindeer when he comes.

(Other verses)

- He'll be coming down the chimney when he comes.
- He'll be dressed up in a red suit when he comes.

- We'll all peek to see him when he comes.

- We'll give him milk and cookies when he comes.

12 Days of Scouting

More Christmas Stuff

by Rob Stawicki

Giving time,sharing time, fun for everyone,
Scouters know that Christmas is

The time for deeds well done.

Giving time, sharing time, let us all take part.

(Tune: 12 Days of Chrismas)

On the first day of Scouting, Akela gave to me... A
den leader swinging from a tree

2" Day... 2 screaming Bobcats
3" Day... 3 skinny Wolves

4" Day... 4 hungry Bears

5" Day... 5 We bel os

6" Day... 6 Arrow points

7" Day... 7 silly den chiefs




8" Day... 8 shouting Scouts
9" Day... 9 warring Eagles
10" Day...10 Derby cars
11th.. 11 funny den skits
12th.. 12 wacky cheers
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nothing. But his heart was filled with love and
goodwill so he had truly found Christmas. Let us
enjoy that Spirit of Christmas with love and goodwill
the whole year through. Merry Christmas from all of
usinDen .

A Hanukah Song

Trimming The Tree

(Tune: Three Blind Mice)

Eight bright lights, eight bright lights,
See how they glow, see how they glow,
They call to mind the Maccabees,

The struggle for our liberties,

The glory of their victories,

Eight bright lights.

Songs for Scouts is presented by R. Gary Hendra --

The MacScouter -- CM Pack 92 & CC Troop 92,
Milpitas, California

Skits

L_ooking For Christmas

As the narrator reads the story, Cub Scouts arrive on
stage with the different items being described.

Once upon a time, there was a den of Cub Scouts.
They decided to find Christmas and bring it back to
their Den Meeting.

The first Cub Scout thought he’d found Christmas
and came back with a Christmas Tree.

The second Cub Scout also thought he had found
Christmas and came back with a gift for each person
in his family.

The third Cub Scout thought he had found Christmas
and came back with a stocking.

The fourth Cub Scout, thinking he had found
Christmas, came back signing a Christmas carol.

The fifth Cub Scout thought that he had really found
Christmas and he brought back some snow.

The sixth Cub Scout was sure he had found
Christmas because he came back with Santa Claus.

Now the seventh Cub Scout searched and searched
but could not find anything that he thought to be
Christmas, so he came to the Den Meeting with

Cast: Mother, Father, and Child

Props: Walking staff )or really thin crooked branch)
with some greens tied to the top of it. Kitchen setting
like wash pan, dishes, and wash cloth. Also need
shrub sheers, board, and saw.

Setting: Mother is in plain view “in kitchen” doing
dishes. Father and child are off stage.

Father: Go ask mother if the tree looks alright.

Child (walks on stage and asks Mother): Father
wants to know if the tree is trimmed evenly.

Mother (looking off stage as if looking into next
room): Well, it could use a little more off the sides.

Child (returning with message to Father): Mom says
take more off the sides.

[This goes back and forth for a couple times before
Father gets a little exasperated.]

Father: Fine, I'll take care it this time.

[Off stage audience hears sounds of sawing and
shrub sheers going madly to work.]

Father (walking onto stage with stick and a few
greens tied to the top): Is this okay then?

A Christmas Operation

Setting: Group of Cub Scout surgeons are standing
behind operating table. A Cub Scout patient is lying
on the operating table. A sheet is raised in front of
the table so only the surgeons can be seen.

Materials: Long green garden hose, a large
cardboard scalpel, and different cards with these
words printed on them: GOODWILL, KINDNESS,
SHARING, KINDNESS, UNSELFISHNESS, etc.

Surgeon 1: What seems to be this patient’s problem,
doctors?




Surgeon 2: It seems he cannot celebrate the holidays
because his heart is strangled by something?

Surgeon 3: Well let’s go in and see what the problem
is.

[Surgeons appear to be operating until...]

Surgeon 4: Look at that! This is the worst case I've
ever seen. There’s so much greed strangling the
heart, he could never hope to enjoy the true meaning
of the season. Let’s lake it out.

[They start pulling (and pulling and pulling) the green
hose until it's finally all out. They toss it to the front of
the operating table.)

Surgeon 5: Well as long as we’re in here, we might
as well put in some extras to help him recover and
enjoy the true meaning of Christmas.

[Surgeons take turns showing different cards and
putting them into the patient.]

Surgeon 1. Well that should do it. | wonder how long
it will take him to recover the true meaning?

Surgeon 2: It looks like it's already working! Look,
he’s coming around quickly.

Patient (Gets up, looks happily at the surgeons and
exclaims...) Thank you doctors, thank you so very
much. You have helped me get back the true
meaning of Christmas. Now | want to thank you. Let
me perform the same operation on you.

[Patient picks up HUGE scalpel and chases doctors

off stage as they say...] Oh no! Maybe we put in too
much of the Christmas Spirit! HELP!!!

Advancement Ceremonies

Seven Candles

This ceremony again uses the Arrow of Light
candleholder as shown in the Staging Den and Pack
Ceremonies book and the overlays described in the
Opening Ceremony section above. Again, the
overlays are propped up against the AOL
candleholder as the ceremony begins. [Note that this
and other ceremonies should be reviewed and
modified to suit the specific awards being giving at
the meeting. This ceremony is written so that any
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particular award can be used or omitted without
impacting the whole of the ceremony.]

Setting:  Lights are turned down or off and the
candles are lit. The Cubmaster calls for quiet and
attention (sign’s up!).

CUBMASTER: Tonight we celebrate the holidays
and the successes of our Cub Scouts and Webelos.
As we present our awards tonight, we will also reflect
on how our Cub Scout celebration and the holiday
celebrations of Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Christmas
are alike in very special ways.

During Hanukkah, Jews remember the Miracle of the
Lights—when a lamp with only enough oil to burn for
a night lasted eight days. The menorah is the candle
holder and it can have seven or nine candles. Seven
candles standing for the seven nights that the candle
burned. The feast of Hanukkah also celebrates the
triumph of the few over the many, the weak over the
strong, and the faithful over the non-believers.

(BOBCAT)

Tonight we award the Bobcat badge. [Call boys and
parents to front of room.] These guys have really
worked hard to earn this award. They have learned
the Cub Scout basics—from the Promise to Child
Protection exercise. They are ready to move on in
their Cub Scouting experience.

[Hand out badges to parents to give to the boys.
Congratulate them and offer a suitable applause.
Have them sit down.]

Kwanzaa is another holiday celebrated in December.
It is a cultural festival during which African-Americans
celebrate and reflect upon their rich heritage as the
products of two worlds. Kwanzaa means "the first
fruits of the harvest.”

The candleholder used during Kwanzaa is called the
Kinara and it represents the stalk from which all
people came. The seven candles in the Kinara stand
for the seven principles of Kwanzaa—Unity, Self-
determination, Collective Work and Responsibility,
Cooperative Economics, Purpose, Creativity, and
Faith. One principle is highlighted each day of the
holiday.

(WOLF)

Tonight we celebrate the completion of the Wolf
requiremetns for [call off names and ask the boys
and parents to come forward]. The Wolf trail is no
easy exercise, as these fellas will tell you. Thay have



had to work on physical skills, learn about our country
and the flag, do special things with their families, and
much more. But they stuck with it and have
succeeded. We celebrate with them tonight.

[Hand parents the awards to present to the boys and
congratulate them with the Cub Scout handshake.
Offer an applause and ask them to take their seats.]

Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus. “Christ,” is
Greek and it means Messiah, or savior. Christmas is
celebrated as a time for starting anew, committing to
live and spread Peace on Earth, Goodwill to All, as
Jesus lived and taught. Sometimes candles are used
to mark the period before Christmas, called Advent.
This is a time of preparation and waiting. During this
time people reflect on many things, but mostly on the
coming of the Christ Child, the Savior. Christians
also use candles to proclaim that "Jesus is the Light
of The World."

(BEAR)

[Hand parents the awards to present to the boys and
congratulate them. Offer an applause and ask them
to take their seats.]

Cub Scouting uses the Arrow Of Light as its special
symbol. The Arrow of Light celebrates the highest
level of acheivement the Cub Scout can attain. The
candles, representing the rays of light, have very
special meaning also.

(WEBELOS)

Before a Cub Scout can earn the Arrow of Light, he
must first earn the Webelos badge. Those that do
eran it are well on their way to achieving the Arrow of
Light Award. Tonight we award the Webelos badge
to [call off names and ask boys and parents to come
forward].

These young men have something really special to
celebrate tonight. They have completed the
requirements for the Webelos badge—earning
Physical Fitness and at least two other Activity
Badges and learning about the Boy Scouting (just like
our Bobcats learn about Cub Scouting). They have
done a great job.

[Hand parents the awards to present to the boys and
congratulate them. Offer an applause and ask them
to take their seats.]

The seven rays of light coming from the arrow, stand
for the seven great virtues of life:
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WISDOM: Having wisdom doesn't mean that a
person is smarter than others. It means that he uses
what he knows to live a better life.

COURAGE: Courage does not mean you have no
fear of danger. It means that you can face danger
inspite of your fear.

SELF-CONTROL: This means being able to stop
when you have had enough of something, such as
eating, playing, or even working too much.

JUSTICE: Justice means being fair with others we
play and work with, regardless of who they are.

FAITH: Faith is belief in God and things we cannot
see but feel are true.

HOPE: Hope means to look forward to good things
you believe will happen. You hope for better things
tomorrow, but at the same time you work hard today
to make them happen.

LOVE: There are many kinds of love. Love of family,
home, fellow men, God, and country. Every kind of
love is important for a full and happy life.

(ARROW OF LIGHT)

[Leader calls forward the boys receiving the Arrow of
Light and their parents.]

The Webelos Scouts who will tonight receive the
Arrow of Light Award have worked hard—there's no
guestioning that. They've also studied well and have
learned the basic requirements of being a Boy Scout.
But more than all of that, they have shown, by their
own actions, that they are worthy of the Arrow of
Light and all that the rays of light represent.

Their parents are and deserve to be proud of their
sons, just as the Pack is proud to have them as
members.

[Hand boys the parent's pins to give to their parents
(a.k.a. Mother's pins) and give parents the AOL
awards to present to the boys and congratulate them.
Offer an applause and ask them to take their seats.]

In closing, | offer this challenge. Celebrate your
accomplishment because it is a great one. And do
not let the light that your badge reflect ever dim.
Keep the virtues of life alive and burning in your
hearts.



Closing Ceremonies

Do Your Best

Boys with key words hold up cards saying "DO
YOUR BEST"

CUB 1: DO unto others as they should do to you.
CUB 2: That's called the Golden Rule.

CUB 3: YOU'RE all Cub Scouts of Gold and Blue,
CUB 4: The Pack Law is your special tool,

CUB 5: BEST way we know to celebrate this season,
CUB 6: Is in giving your best to others,

CUB 7: And now we wish you, for that very reason,

ALL: Happy holidays! May we all be brothers.

Year's End

ARRANGEMENTS: House lights are dimmed.
Ceremony board or log containing 7 small candles
and 1 tall candle representing the Spirit of Scouting.

CUBMASTER: (Lights candles) This last ceremony
for 19 is one of rededication. Tonight 4 candles
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represent the Cub Scout RanksBobcat, Wolf, Bear,
and Webelos.

Will all Bobcat Cub Scouts and their parents please
stand. Bobcats, do you promise in 19 to do your
best to help other people and obey the Law of the
Pack, and to advance on rank?

BOBCATS: We'll do our Best! (Extinguish Bobcat
candle)

CUBMASTER: (Follow same procedure for Wolf and
Bear Cub Scouts)

CUBMASTER: Will all Webelos and their parents
please stand. Webelos do you promise in 19 to do
your best to help other people and obey the Law of
the Pack, and to earn the Arrow of Light Award if you
have not already earned it?

WEBELOS: We'll do our best!

CUBMASTER: Three candles and the Spirit of Cub
Scouting remain burning. Those three candles stand
for Follow, Helps, and Gives, which means "We'll be
loyal." Will you be loyal Cub Scouts in 19 _? (All
respond) (Three candles are extinguished)

The Spirit of Cub Scouting will burn as it does in the
hearts of Cub Scouts everywhere. May it continue to
burn brightly in you hearts during the year of 19 as
we go upward and forward in Pack . Good
night, Cub Scouts.
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Den Meeting 0deas

Places To Go &hings To Do

YAAC Resources

Den Meeting Activity ldeas

Cooking

Hey, it's holiday time! AS long as the ovens are
already hot and the flour's right at hand, why not do
some cooking? Here are some recipes that will be
used in celebrating the different holidays in
December.

Sweet Potato Pie

2 ¢ Sweet potatoes, drained
4 T Margarine,melted

3 Eggs

1 c¢ Sugar

1 tsp Cinnamon

1/4 tsp Grated nutmeg

3/4 ¢ Milk

1 tsp Vanilla

1 9" pie shell, baked

1/4 ¢ Chopped pecans

Use a food processor or fork to mash sweet potatoes
together with melted margarine. Blend in eggs, sugar,
cinnamon and nutmeg. Add milk and vanilla. Pour
mixture into baked pie shell. Microwave on 70%
(medium high) 7 minutes. Sprinkle pecans over
surface of pie. Rotating midway through cooking,
microwave on 70 % (medium high) 6 to 8 minutes or
until center no longer jiggles. If you prefer, you can
bake it in the oven at 375 degrees for about 35-45
minutes or until it doesn't jiggle.

Yield: 8 servings
Grandmother's Southern Fried Okra
1 Ib Fresh okra, cut 1 inch pieces

1 Ig Green tomato, diced
1 med Onion chopped

1 Clove garlic, minced (optional)

1 Jalapeno pepper halved & sliced, remove seeds if
too hot

2 Eggs beaten

1/4 tsp Salt

1/4 tsp Black pepper

1/2 ¢ Milk

1 c Cornmeal

1/4 ¢ Vegetable oil

Combine okra, tomato, onion, garlic & jalapeno in
large bowl. In separate bowl combine eggs, salt,
pepper, milk. Pour egg mix over veggies and toss to
thoroughly coat. Gradually add cornmeal until mixture
on the okra and at the bottom of the bowl soaked up.
Continue to toss till ingredients evenly mixed. Mixture
will have a gooey consistency.

Heat oil in 10-inch skillet over med. heat until hot. Oil
is ready when dash of cornmeal sizzles. Spoon
mixture evenly in skillet. Reduce heat to med low.
Cover and fry till underside golden brown, 10-15
minutes. Then invert on plate and slide otherside up
into skillet and cook uncovered 5-8 min until golden
brown. Remove from skillet to paper towels to drain
excess oil. Serve hot.

Yield: 6 servings
Potato Latkes

3 Large Potatoes, peeled and grated into ice water
1/4 C. grated onion

1/4 C. egg substitute

1/2