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MARCH 2005- Invention Convention

Every Cub Scout can be a genius or an inventor. Give each boy a Cub Scout Genius Kit prepared from odds and ends that can be recycled and tell him to invent something with these materials. Cub Scouts will learn about recycling. What do we recycle, and what becomes of it? How can we help as individuals and as citizens in the community? Present all the inventions at the pack meeting and award prizes to all category winners. Also have exhibits of what recycling is all about and how we can help. Don't forget that everyone is a winner and needs recognition. Learn about inventors and geniuses of the past, present, and future. Let your imagination and your own genius lead the way.
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Websites:


How stuff works: 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.howstuffworks.com" 

www.howstuffworks.com
 
Nice site to learn about how things work, from a car engine to the inside of your refrigerator.


Puzzlemaker: 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.puzzlemaker.com" 

www.puzzlemaker.com

This is a neat site that shows how to make some fun party games or how to make puzzles to add some interest to your next den meeting.

The Official Rube Goldberg Web Site: 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.rube-goldberg.com" 

www.rube-goldberg.com

Rube Goldberg was a cartoonist who drew cartoons of complicated inventions that performed simple tasks, such as How to Keep Shop Windows Clean and The Simplified Pencil Sharpener.





Inventors Word Search

From: www.puzzlechoice.com

Can you find the names of inventors hidden in the puzzle below? 

They may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal, forwards or backwards.




ARCHIMEDES BELL

BENDIX

BENZ

BUNSEN BURROUGHS

CARTWRIGHT

COLT
CROMPTON DAIMLER

DE SEVERSKY

DIESEL

DUNLOP

EDISON

FORD

FRANKLIN
FULTON

JEFFERSON LEONARDO DA

   VINCI

MARCONI

MORSE

NOBEL

PULLMAN
SINGER STEPHENSON TULL

WATT WESTINGHOUSE




Logos

Give each person that arrives a blank name tag and a pen or marker. Explain to the group that corporations are recognized by a specific logo or symbol. (McDonalds arches, 3M, Apple Computer's Apple, etc.) They are given 2 minutes to draw their personal logo. This logo should reflect their personality, their interests, favorite subject or any thing they would like other people to know about them. Then give the group time to mingle and see what each other’s logo looks like. When it looks like the entire group has mixed, instruct everybody with a similar logo to form a small group. You may be surprised at how many similarities there are in your group.




Genius Test

Have a copy of this test to hand out to each boy.  Tell them that they must follow the directions closely.  Tell them to concentrate, but they have only two minutes to complete it.

Read everything before doing anything.

Put your name in the upper right hand corner of this paper.

Circle the word “name” in sentence number 2.

Draw five small squares in the upper left hand corner of this paper.

Put an X in each square.

Put a circle around each square.

Put a circle around each word in sentence number 5.

Put an X in the lower left hand corner of this paper.

Draw a triangle around the X you just put down.

On the reverse side of this paper add 25, 30, and 37.

Now that you have finished reading carefully, do only number 1 and 2.

You have finished. How did you do?

Quotations

Quotations contain the wisdom of the ages, and are a great source of inspiration for Cubmaster’s minutes, material for an advancement ceremony or an insightful addition to a Pack Meeting program cover.

“Don’t give up because you do not find everything you need made to order at your hand, but take what you have, use your wits, and make the most of it..”

 – Lord Robert Baden-Powell

“Imagination is more important than knowledge, for knowledge is limited while imagination embraces the entire world.” 

 – Albert Einstein

 “Throw some simple and cheap ingredients in a bag, shake it, bake it, and go to market.”

 – Guy Kawasaki, “Rules for Revolutionaries”


“Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic.”

 – Arthur C. Clarke

 “The great danger for most of us is not that we aim too high and we miss it, but that it is too low and we reach it.” 

– Michaelangelo

“Genius is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration.” 

– Thomas Alva Edison

“Older people ask – ‘What is it?’ the boy asks ‘What can I do with it?’”

 – Steve Jobs




Ceremonies

The Bridge Builder

by Will Allen Promgoole

An old man going on a lone highway

Came at evening cold and gray

To a chasm vast and wide and steep

With waters rolling cold and deep

The old man crossed in the twilight dim

The sullen stream had no fears for him

But he turned safe on the other side

And built a bridge to span the tide.

“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near,

“You are wasting your strength with building here

Your journey will end the ending day

You never again will pass this way

You’ve crossed the chasm deep and wide

Why build this bridge at eventide?

The builder lifted his old gray head

“Good friend, in the path I have come,” he said,

“There followeth after me today

A youth whose feet must pass this way

The chasm that was as naught to me

To that fair haired youth may a pitfall be

He too must cross the twilight dim

Good friend, I’m building this bridge for him.”

Edison Inventor Advancement Ceremony

Supplies:
Large picture of Thomas Edison, Pictures of movie camera, telegraph, phonograph, and the light bulb (mounted on table)


Cubmaster:

Tonight’s theme celebrates inventors and their inventions, and one of the world’s greatest inventors is Thomas Edison. (show picture)  Our first motion pictures, were made in the 1890’s by Thomas Edison.  The idea was to throw pictures on a screen so fast that they gave the impression of movement. Tonight, we have some boys who have been moving fast and are ready to receive their Bobcat.  Will ___________ and their parents “project” themselves up to the front so we can all get a “peek” of you.  (Awards are given to the parents to present to their sons.)

Edison improved the original telegraph that used a sender and a receiver to send messages in the form of dashes and dots. He discovered ways of sending more messages using less wire. I seem to be receiving a message from the wolves out there that they have been busy, too.  (Call new wolves and parents forward for awards.)

We also have some Wolves learning their own secret codes to send and are ready to receive some arrow points.  (Call boys and parents for awards.)

The phonograph is credited to Thomas Edison, too. The word “phonograph” comes from the words “sound” and “write” which means that sounds are written out or “recorded.” This recording is caused by vibrations, moving back and forth very rapidly.  Our Bears out there tonight have been moving very rapidly and quite a few have achievements recorded.   (Call up Bears and parents.)

Some Bears have really been hot and have recorded a few Gold and Silver Arrows. Will the following boys and parents come forward to receive their awards and due recognition.  (Call up boys and parents.)

Probably Edison’s most famous invention is the light bulb.  The hardest part was to find a metal wire which would glow white hot for a long time. Our Webelos have been keeping the Scouting Spirit burning for a long time and I’d like to call our Webelos Leader up now to give out the Webelos awards.  (Webelos Leader comes forward and hands out appropriate awards.)

Now let’s recognize all of the Cub Scouts who have earned awards this month with a “Big Hand”.  (Do applause.)

Professor Plop Opening

Setting:
Cubmaster with Professor (adult dressed appropriately) and his special invention.

Cubmaster:
We have called in a ceremony expert to help us tonight.  I would like you to meet Professor Plop from M.I.T. (Mighty Ingenious Tech).

Professor:
I’m still working on my special invention.  It’s not quite perfected yet, but I’m close.

Cubmaster:
That looks like quite a gadget.

Professor:
It is, It is!!

Cubmaster:
Well, we’ll get on with the Pack meeting and let you continue your work.  Den ____ has our flag ceremony tonight.

(Periodically during the Pack meeting, Cubmaster calls attention to Professor Plop and checks to see how he is coming along)


Cubmaster:
Now we’ll check with Professor Plop one last time.  Well, Professor, did you ever get it together?

Professor:
I sure did. I made it!

Cubmaster:
We can hardly wait to see how it works.

Professor:
I will demonstrate this wonderful invention for you.

(See drawing. Professor cranks his reel, drops the plunger into a tub of water and it goes ‘plop.’  He then reaches into the tub of water, pulls out a piece of cloth, rings it out, shakes it open.  It reads: “The End”.)

Run-Ons


What would you call a telephone with feet?

A walkie-talkie.

Why does a telephone make a good referee?

Because it makes good calls.

What’s a vacuum cleaner’s favorite sport?

Rugby. 

What’s an X-ray machine’s favorite food?

Ribs

What do you do if your coffeemaker is depressed?

Try to perk it up.

Why did the baseball coach put an electric mixer in his lineup?

He thought it would make a good batter.


Because its picture was getting fuzzy.

Why is it so easy to talk to a pencil sharpener?

Because they get right to the point.

Why did the toaster crawl into bed?

Because it was feeling crummy inside.

Why was the iron in such a big hurry?

It was pressed for time.

How do you tell if a jackhammer tells good jokes?

If the cement is cracking up.

Skits

Brain Transplant Skit

A group of Scouts go to a new Scientific Laboratory where they have developed a new process for brain transplants.  The Scouts ask to see the selection of brains.  The doctor shows them a selection.  (The brains may be in cans, where they look in)  The first one is marked $500.00.  The scouts ask about it and are told it is the brain from a peddler.  The next $1,000.00, -a policeman, $1,500.00 – a teacher, etc. up to $5,000.00 for the brain of the greatest physicist in the world.  The scouts then see a container marked, $20,000 and ask about it.  The doctor explains, “It is the brain from _____________ (Cubmaster, or Den Leader), and has never been used!”


 

Magic Shirt Removal

Cub #1 puts a shirt against his back and arms.  Then puts his coat on over it.  The shirt collar is buttoned, but he cuffs are loose around the wrists.

Cub #2 admires the shirt and tells Cub #1 that he recognizes it as a magic shirt that can be removed without removing the coat.  Cub #1 says, “Oh no!”  However, on insistence from Cub #2, he unbuttons the collar.  Cub #2 then grabs the shirt by the collar and pulls it out of the cot and off Cub #1’s back.

Inventors and their Inventions

Narrator:
Reads about each inventor. As he does, a Cub Scout comes onto the stage showing the invention or a picture of the invention.

Cub 1:
Our first invention is the telescope.  In 1608, Hans Lippershay invented a lens that made the telescope practical.

Cub 2:
Did you know that the computer was in use over 5,000 years ago?  It was the fingers and toes of man.  Paskall invented a more reliable one in 1543.

Cub 3:
In 1748 Benjamin Franklin discovered Electricity.

Cub 4:
Our next invention is the balloon.  In 1783 Arlandes invented a man carrying balloon.

Cub 5:
Samuel Morse invented the first telegraph in 1837. 

Cub 6:
The telephone was invented in 1876 by Alexander Graham Bell.

Cub 7:
In 1903 the Write brothers learned to fly.

Cub 8:
The rocket was invented in 1926 by Robert Goddard.

Narrator:
We hope you enjoyed our presentation of inventors and their inventions from all over the nation.

Applauses


Telegraph Applause:
“Clickety, Clickety, Clack, Click, Clickey, Clack.”

Light bulb Applause:
Put hands above head like a light bulb and say, “Blink, Blink, Blink”

Genius Applause:
Look surprised and say, “Boy! Look what I discovered.”

Model T Ford Handshake: 
Crank around with hand, make sound like motor turning over.

Limericks

A Bright Idea (by X.J. Kennedy)

A pretentious old man of the Bosporus

Used to cover his goat cart with phosphorus

So that, driving by night

He would get the green light

And his goats would consider him prosperous.






Frankenstein’s Robot (by Berton Braley)

Young Frankenstein’s robot invention

Caused trouble too awful to mention.

Its actions were ghoulish,

Which proves it is foolish

To monkey with Nature’s intention.

Songs

Bright Ideas

(Verses are spoken; chorus sung to tune of: The More we Get Together)

(Chorus)

He has bright ideas,

ideas, ideas.

He has bright ideas,

We’ll tell you now.

I’ll build a giant TV set

To show the monsters I will get

When I safari up in space,

But first I have to wash my face.

(Chorus)

I will cure the common cold

And fix you so you won’t grow old,

Each virus I will kill quite dead,

But first I have to make my bed.

(Chorus)
I’ll dive down to the bottom of the sea.

In a special boar designed by me,

All the sunken treasures I’ll discover,

But first I have to ask my mother.

(Chorus)

I’ll make a very special glue

For all the atoms they split in two,

I’ll glue them back together again,

I’m late for school, so I can’t say when.

(Chorus)

I’ll draw designs for unbreakable eggs,

For biteless dogs and unscratchable legs,

For unspillable milk and fire without smoke,

But I can’t get going ‘cause my pencil broke.

(Chorus)

Inventor Song

(Tune: If You’re Happy)

If you’re an inventor and you know it, scratch your head.

If you’re an inventor and you know it, scratch your head.

If you’re an inventor and you know it, then your lab coat will surely show it.

If you’re an inventor and you know it, scratch your head.

If you’re a researcher and you know it, use your calculator.

If you’re a researcher and you know it, use your calculator.

If you’re a researcher and you know it, then your pocket pal will show it.

If you’re a researcher and you know it, use your calculator.

If you’re a computer analyst and you know it, flip your keyboard.

If you’re a computer analyst and you know it, flip your keyboard.

If you’re a computer analyst and you know it, then your office will surely show it.

If you’re a computer analyst and you know it, flip your keyboard.

If you’re an astrologer and you know it, view the stars.

If you’re an astrologer and you know it, view the stars.

If you’re an astrologer and you know it, then your star chart will surely show it.

If you’re an astrologer and you know it, view the stars.

If you’re an explorer and you know it, kiss your compass.

If you’re an explorer and you know it, kiss your compass.

If you’re an explorer and you know it, then your map will surely show it.

If you’re an explorer and you know it, kiss your compass.




Splongee Flyer

Make this flying starburst shaped ball that is fun to play with indoors or out.
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